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Mailing Address: P.O. Box 710886, 
Santee, CA. 92072

This Club was Established in 1991 by the
owner of Z-Whizz and is organized as a
California Nonprofit Mutual Benefit
Corporation.
• Provide its members with access to

knowledge about their Z Cars
• Provide a forum for members and

other interested parties;
• Exchange Z Car information
• Organize events and activities for

members which enhance their
enjoyment of Z Car ownership

Our meetings are held at 7pm every 1st Wednesday
of the month with dinner starting at 6pm.

Elijah's Restaurant
7061 Clairemont Mesa Blvd San Diego,
CA 92111
https://maps.app.goo.gl/kyuWKhpQS88m1r4s5

ZCSD OFFICERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS

BOARD MEMBERS:
President David Ferris

Vice President Mike Ryan
lionryan@hotmail.com

faithfulldf67@gmail.com

Secretary Patty Cook
captpattycook@gmail.com

Treasurer

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Membership Greg Carlson hitthethrottle@gmail.com

jason_damron@yahoo.comMember at Large Jason Damron

Events Coordinator Jim Thomson jthomson@san.rr.com

Club Store Sheri Arnoth sherinlenny@cox.net

Track Coordinator Craig Moya cjm01awt@gmail.com

Webmaster Carl Cook webmaster@zcsd.org
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Newsletter Darren Kirkpatrick zmech60@gmail.com

Photographer Galit Ryan galit.ryan@gmail.com
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JANUARY
• 24 — Miniature Engineering Craftsmanship Museum, 
Carlsbad & lunch at the lake. PAST

FEBRUARY
• 7 — K1 Speed, Chula Vista & lunch. PAST

MARCH
• 21 — Ross Lake Lavender Farm & lunch: 40055 Ross 
Rd., Fallbrook, AC 92028

APRIL
• 13-15 — Bottom Buster Motor Tour

• 18 — March AFB Museum & lunch

MAY
• 17 — Garage 79, Warner Springs, & lunch

JUNE
• 7 — Main Street America Car Show

• 28 — Annual Picnic at Bates Nut Farm

JULY
• 1 — Pizza Party/Meeting, de Anza Cove

• 26 — Donut Media YouTube Day.  We will be changing 
our July event from the Idyllwild run on July 18th to an 
exciting, somewhat top-secret event on July 26th. The 
thing you’ll need to plan on is to be available Sunday, 
July 26th and plan on being around highway 79 
between Warner Springs and Garage 79. Obviously 
more information will be coming, and as soon as we get 
everything ready, we’ll let everyone know. It should be 
an incredible day, and we’ll be sharing the event with 
Group Z!

AUGUST
• 15 — South OC Cars and Coffee and Segerstrom Shelby 
Museum in Irvine

SEPTEMBER
• 21-26 — ZCON in Pheonix, Arizona

OCTOBER
• 3 — JCCS Long Beach

• 10 — DYNO DAY

NOVEMBER
• 14 — Wine and Car Show, TBD

DECEMBER
• 5 — Annual Christmas Party, Filippi's Pizza Grotto, 
Kearny Mesa

ZCSD 2026 Event Schedule

https://cocsd.com/msa/
https://batesnutfarm.biz/
https://japaneseclassiccarshow.com/
https://www.facebook.com/theGarage79/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/YQdZ5dtThBNdaG3NA
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100078133475191&ref=embed_page#
https://zcon.org/conventions/2026/
https://japaneseclassiccarshow.com/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/uzLkqWQFaQRGS1Ss5
https://www.southoccarsandcoffee.com/
https://segerstromshelbyeventcenter.com/
https://www.realcheesepizza.com/kearny-mesa/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/xiEzMijufkmCrJqh8




https://photos.app.goo.gl/VTHUBxWuKqHzrkLNA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/fMMLiDetZfCXfnQ27
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Secretary’s Scribblings

 A General Membership Meeting – On June 3, the meeting began at 7:01 PM, with 37 members 
and guests in attendance. President David Ferris led the introductions with the question, “What Z 
do you have?”

David then introduced our guest speakers, who joined us from Arizona via ZOOM. Gregg Rogers, 
2026 ZCON Chairman, and Jack Saxon, the Head of Motor Sports (who has also been a member of 
ZCSD since 1999). They informed us about all the plans for the 39th ZCON, to be held from the 21st

to the 26th of September. This will be the 3rd time Arizona has hosted a ZCON. Among the 
highlights: The juried car show will be indoors (and air-conditioned). The people's choice car show 
will be outdoors, but in the evening, when itʼs cooler. There will be tours of the NISSAN Test Center 
where the AutoX will be held. A chance to see a Chicago Cub Minor League game, a movie night, 
and lots of other activities. For more information, go to info@XCON.org

Special Announcements:
June 28 – Picnic has been moved to Bates Nut Farm from 10 AM to 2 PM in the same spot as last 
year. Added to the menu are pulled pork, chicken, and cake for dessert. Bring your lawn chair, a 
side dish to share, and any drinks you desire (water will be provided). You can also purchase 
beverages at the store there.
July 1st – General Meeting/Pizza Party will be at de Anza Cove starting at 6 PM. Bring your lawn 
chairs.
August 15th – Museum/Drive will meet at the South OC Cars & Coffee, have lunch, and caravan to 
the Segerstrom Shelby Event Center in Irvine for an exclusive Club-only viewing.

Dennis Darnall is retiring as the Treasurer. There will be nominations at the July meeting and an 
election of a new Treasurer at the August meeting. Let any board member know if you are 
interested in filling this vacancy.

The ZCSD donations (both Club and individual member contributions) elevated us to the Gold Level. 
This provided us with more advertising and 2 complementary tickets to the Centerʼs Awards Dinner. 
There will be a special drawing for the members to attend.

Greg Carlson, Membership Chairmanʼs Report: Paul Meglasson, the only June Birthday member 
present, received a gift. Greg attended the SD Car Club Association meeting, and our November Car 
Show will be advertised in their mailings.

Darren Kirkpatrick, Newsletter Chairman, showed the new ʻmagazineʼ format with all the bells and 
whistles. 

Meeting Adjourned around 7:55 PM.

Board Meeting – June 17: A summary of the minutes will be provided upon request.

Patty Cook
ZCSD Secretary
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MEMBERSHIP
Greg Carlson

Hi everyone,

   Welcome to July! Thank you to all of you who 
participated in the car show! The weather was really 
nice and so were all the cars.

  Our yearly picnic is this Sunday (6/28) so please stop 
by, say hello and have some food and some fun. I still 
have some membership badges to give out. And I’ll 
have blank membership forms for new members.

- Greg -

CLUB CARS
MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
7/3 David Gonzales

7/14 Donn Austin

7/16 Kenny Ueda

7/21 David Ferris

7/23 Cody Yocom

BIRTHDAYS

WEBSITES

Z CLUB SD

NISSAN USA

NISMO

ZCLUB of San Diego FACEBOOK page

SOURCES

AFTERMARKET PARTS & SUPPLIES
Z1 MOTORSPORTS z1motorsports.com
CONCEPT Z conceptzperformance.com
JDM MUSCLE USA jdmuscleusa.com
APEXi USA apexi-usa.com
ARMYTRIX USA armytrixusa.com
AXIS PARTS axisparts.jp
ECUTEK ecutek.com
KANJO SPEC.D kanjospecd.com
FACTORY SPIRIT factoryspirit.com
EVO-R evo-r.com
BOOSTED 6 boosted6auto.com
SEIBON CARBON seiboncarbon.com
MY JAPAN DIRECT myjapandirect.com
CARBON CREATIONS carboncreations.com
AWE TUNING awe-tuning.com
SPEEDFORM USA speedformeusa.com
DRIVEN BY STYLE drivenbystyle.com
ZPEC DESIGN zspecdesign.com

REVIVER PLATES reviver.com
CA DMV Digital Wallet dmv.ca.gov

CARS
14
2
4
6
4
4
4
2
3

MODEL
240Z
260Z
280Z
280ZX
300ZX (Z31)
300ZX (Z32)
350Z
370Z
Z   (RZ34)

https://zcsd.org/
https://www.nissanusa.com/
https://www.nismo.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057596524014#
https://www.z1motorsports.com/
https://conceptzperformance.com/
https://jdmuscleusa.com/
https://apexi-usa.com
https://armytrixusa.com
https://axisparts.jp
https://ecutek.com
https://kanjospecd.com
https://factoryspirit.com
https://evo-r.com
https://boosted6auto.com
https://seiboncarbon.com
https://myjapandirect.com
https://carboncreations.com
https://awe-tuning.com
https://speedformeusa.com
https://drivenbystyle.com
https://zspecdesign.com
https://reviver.com
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/
https://zcsd.org/
https://www.nissanusa.com/
https://www.nismo.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057596524014#
https://www.z1motorsports.com/
https://conceptzperformance.com/
https://jdmuscleusa.com/
https://apexi-usa.com
https://armytrixusa.com
https://axisparts.jp
https://ecutek.com
https://kanjospecd.com
https://factoryspirit.com
https://evo-r.com
https://boosted6auto.com
https://seiboncarbon.com
https://myjapandirect.com
https://carboncreations.com
https://awe-tuning.com
https://speedformeusa.com
https://drivenbystyle.com
https://zspecdesign.com
https://reviver.com
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Rancho Santa Fe Cars & Coffee
Every Saturday
8am-12pm
6004 Paseo Delicias
Rancho Santa Fe, CA. 92091
South OC Cars and Coffee
Every Saturday

101 W Avenida Nista Hermosa, San Clemente, CA. 
92672

2nd and 4th Saturday of the month
7:30 - 10am
2562 Laning Rd.
San Diego, CA. 92106

PL Cars and Coffee

Bonita Cars and Coffee (TheBCC)
Every Saturday
7-9 am
4414 Bonita Rd.
Bonita, CA. 91902

San Diego CARS & COFFEES
Cars and Coffees not listed here, please send me the information (date, time, and 
address) to Faithfulldf67@gmail.com with (Cars and Coffee not listed) in the subject line.

Carlsbad Cars and Coffee
Every Saturday
7-9 am
7130 Avenida Encinas
Carlsbad, CA. 92011
Escondido Cars and Coffee
Every Sunday
7-9 am
3333 Bear Valley Pkwy.
Escondido, CA. 92025
Sunday Funday Cars and Coffee
Every Sunday
7:30-10 am
Yum Yum Donuts, 517 Telegraph Canyon Rd.
Chula Vista, CA. 91910
Lakeside Cars and Coffee
Every Sunday
8-10 am
9760 Wintergardens Blvd.
Lakeside, CA. 92040

Poway Cruisers In-n-Out Car Show
Every 1st Saturday of the Month
10:30am - 1pm
12890 Gregg Ct. 
Poway, CA. 92064
Gearhead Rendezvous Car Meet
1st Saturday of the Month
10am - 1pm
STP Bar and Grill, 5487 Clairemont Mesa Blvd. 
Clairmont Mesa, CA.
East County Cars and Coffee
Every 1st Sunday of the Month
7 - 9am
Mary's Donuts, 8959 Carlton Hills Blvd. 
Santee, CA.

San Diego Automotive Museum Cars and Coffee
Every 3rd Sunday of the Month
7:30 - 9am
2080 Pan American Plaza 
San Diego, CA. 92101
Coffee and Datsuns
Every 3rd Sunday of the Month
8 - 10am
12070 Carmel Mountain Rd. 
San Diego, CA. 92128
La Mesa Cars and Coffee
Every 3rd Sunday of the Month
7 - 9am
La Mesa Blvd, between Palm Ave and 3rd. 
La Mesa, CA. 
Santee Cars and Coffee
Every 4th Saturday of the Month
7 - 9am
9626 Carlton Hills Blvd. 
Santee, CA. 92071 
University City Marketplace Cars and Coffee
Last Saturday of the Month
8 - 10am
3202 Governor Drive 
San Diego, CA. 92122 

For more information on other car related events, please 
go to this website.
sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org/fulllistofevents

You can also find Cars and Coffee information on the 
SanDiego Automotive Museum Page on

https://sdautomuseum.org/articles/cars-and-coffee-1/?srsltid=AfmBOooYwnvVcHtedpAu_hxkzoep5fCyRHOiMKqhFgvozSb0sGULlFZG
https://www.carevents.com/events/la-mesa-cars-coffee-8/
https://www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org/fulllistofevents
https://www.facebook.com/SanDiegoAutomotiveMuseum/
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If you are looking for something car related to do. Check out this awsome schedule that is put together by the San Diego 
Association of Car Clubs.

This is just a snip of March that I captured from the website. Please check out the site for a whole years calendar. click logo 
above to go to website.

https://www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org/


2026 Racing Schedule
by Craig Moya (Track Coordinator)

2026 Racing Team Schedule

Location/Track State City Organization Dates Day Cost 1 day Cost 2 days Comments

L.E. Storm parking lot CA Lake Elsinore SCCA Mar. 7/8 Sat/Sun Novice school/practice on Sat.

K1 Speed CA Chula Vista COCSD/ZCSD Mar. 22 Sun $43 - $78.50 3 "Arrive & Drive" races

Streets of Willow CA Rosamond Speed Vent. April 4 Sat $340.00 Student group w/instruction available

K1 Speed CA Chula Vista COCSD/ZCSD Apr. 12 Sun $43 - $78.50 3 "Arrive & Drive" races

Grand Prix of Long Beach CA Long Beach IndyCar Apr. 17-19 Fri-Sun 6 race groups including IndyCar & IMSA

L.E. Storm parking lot CA Lake Elsinore SCCA Apr. 18/19 Sat/Sun Novice school/practice on Sat.

Buttonwillow 13CW CA Buttonwillow Speed District Apr. 24 Fri $425.00

Buttonwillow New Circuit CA Buttonwillow SpeedSF Apr. 25/26 Sat/Sun $250.00 $500.00

Spring Mountain NV Pahrump LVRPCA May 16/17 Sat/Sun $455.00 $655.00 $75 rebate with 10 reg., student group

K1 Circuit CA Winchester COCSD/ZCSD May 24 Sun $125.00 2 "Arrive & Drive" races + annual license

K1 Speed CA Chula Vista COCSD/ZCSD June 14 Sun $43 - $78.50 3 "Arrive & Drive" races

NASCAR Street Race CA Coronado NASCAR June 19-21 Fri-Sun 3 race groups including Cup Series

L.E. Storm parking lot CA Lake Elsinore SCCA June 20/21 Sat/Sun

K1 Speed CA Chula Vista COCSD/ZCSD July 12 Sun $43 - $78.50 3 "Arrive & Drive" races

K1 Speed CA Chula Vista COCSD/ZCSD Aug. 9 Sun $43 - $78.50 3 "Arrive & Drive" races

Sonoma CA Sonoma GGLC Aug. 21 Fri $340.00 6 sessions per run group

K1 Speed CA Chula Vista COCSD/ZCSD Sept. 13 Sun $43 - $78.50 3 "Arrive & Drive" races

Spring Mountain NV Pahrump LVRPCA Oct. 3/4 Sat/Sun $455.00 $655.00 GREAT first-timers student course!

K1 Circuit CA Winchester COCSD/ZCSD Oct. 18 Sun $75.00 2 "Arrive & Drive" races

Buttonwillow New Circuit CA Buttonwillow Speed Vent. Nov. 7/8 Sat/Sun $300.00

K1 Speed CA Chula Vista COCSD/ZCSD Nov. 15 Sun $43 - $78.50 3 "Arrive & Drive" races

Las Vegas Grand Prix NV Las Vegas F1 Nov. 19-21 Thur-Sat Qualifying Fri. night, Race Sat. night

Buttonwillow 13CW CA Buttonwillow Speed SF Nov. 27 Fri $225.00 or less Yes, we leave on Thanksgiving Day, 11/26

Laguna Seca CA Monterey Speed SF Nov. 28 Sat $450.00 or less 92dB 

Sonoma CA Sonoma Speed SF Nov. 29 Sun $400.00 or less Ultimate Track Day Weekend 2

L.E. Storm parking lot CA Lake Elsinore SCCA Dec. 5/6 Sat/Sun

Buttonwillow 13CW CA Buttonwillow OnGrid Dec. 12 Su $150 - $260 passengers allowed

K1 Speed CA Chula Vista COCSD/ZCSD Dec. 13 Sun $43 - $78.50 3 "Arrive & Drive" races

Autocross

Karting

Professional Race

Special multi-day event

Track Day(s)

Z Club of San Diego's Monthly Periodical 10 of 18

Information: 
sdrscca.
motorsportreg.com
speeddistrict.com
speedventures.com

SCCA

Lake Elsinore Storm Stadium

Buttonwillow Raceway

Willow Springs Raceway (streets)

Willow Springs Raceway (big)

Ramona Fairgrounds

Chuckwalla Valley Raceway

Las Vegas Motor Speedway

https://sdrscca.motorsportreg.com/
https://sdrscca.motorsportreg.com/
https://speeddistrict.com/
https://speeddistrict.com/
https://speedventures.com/
https://www.scca.com/
https://www.lake-elsinore.org/457/Lake-Elsinore-Diamond-Stadium
https://buttonwillowraceway.com/
https://www.willowspringsraceway.com/track-info/our-tracks/streets-of-willow-springs/
https://www.willowspringsraceway.com/track-info/our-tracks/big-willow/
https://chuckwalla.com/
https://www.lvms.com/
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San Diego, Ca 92111
Hours 8am-9pm Daily.
(858) 455-1461
elĳahsrestaurant.com

Poway Valley Collision
14211 Garden Rd, Poway Ca 92064
Monday thru Friday 8-5
(858) 679-7476
info@powayvalleycollision.com
poway-valley.com

angelalyndesigns.com

thedynoshop.com

Advertising and Promo

https://poway-valley.com/
https://www.angelalyndesigns.com/
https://thedynoshop.com
https://www.girliegarage.com/
https://detailgarage.com/pages/ca-escondido?location=detail-garage-escondido-ca
https://www.petteysrb.com/
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 June 28th, we will be having our annual picnic at the same location weʼve used for the 
past few years. We will be in the same spot as last year, next to the animal pens near the store 
under the large canopy tent. Weʼve had a great time there over the last few years, and after 
some research, we found that the Poway Lake picnic area just isnʼt as well suited for our club.

 We will still be having a potluck, but we are changing the main course this year. The club 
will be providing BBQ, including pulled pork, brisket, and chicken. We will also provide buns 
and water. If you would like something other than water to drink, please bring it with you or 
purchase a beverage at the Bates Nut Farm store.

 We will begin setting up at 10:00 AM, and you are welcome to come out early if youʼd 
like. We plan to have the food ready by approximately 11:00 AM. Iʼm also pretty sure there will 
be lumpia and possibly cake!

 Parking will be right in front of the picnic area so we can all see and admire our cars 
during the event. See the link below for directions.

Bates Nut Farm

15954 Woods Valley Rd

Valley Center, CA 92082

(760) 749-3333

Location:

https://batesnutfarm.biz/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/PUju1Go4THs2jydU7


 August 15th at 7:45am we will be meeting at Denny’s at 529 Avenida Pico, San 
Clemente, Ca 92672.

A few of us will be at Denny’s earlier if you’d like to join us for breakfast. We will be 
going to the San Clemente Outlets and arrive at 8am for entry into South OC Cars and 
Coffee. In order for us to go in as a club I will need to know you’re attending. You must let 
me know you’re going to join us to enter as a club to get in early, or else you will have to 
wait for the 8:30am roll in with all the other cars. The entrance is less than 5 minutes from 
Denny’s. If you’d like to attend, email me at faithfulldf67@gmail.com.

We will have lunch at a place to be determined at a later time, around 11am. The 
place will be along the route.

We will need to leave South OC at 10:30am. 

After lunch we will be heading to Segerstrom Shelby Event Center at 5 Whatney 
Irvine, Ca 92618.

https://segerstromshelbyeventcenter.com/

Everyone will need to have paid their tickets in advance for entry. You can do it that 
day, but you need to have your tickets before entry. There will be multiple ways to pay if 
you need them.

Below is the route from South OC Cars and Coffee to Segerstrom Shelby Event 
Center.

https://maps.app.goo.gl/bLTJZfaBZ1nATBrWA

Hope to see you all August 15th~. 
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ZCSD 2026 August 15th Run
South OC and Shelby Event Center

mailto:faithfulldf67@gmail.com
https://segerstromshelbyeventcenter.com/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/bLTJZfaBZ1nATBrWA
https://www.southoccarsandcoffee.com/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/9vVHYQV7CJN6Sqq28
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   The Z Club of San Diego (ZCSD) once again made its presence known at the annual Main Street America Car Show, presented by 
the Corvette Owners Club of San Diego in support of the San Diego Center for the Blind. As a Gold Sponsor of this outstanding 
charity event, our club was proud to help support a show that continues to bring together Southern California's automotive 
community for a great cause.

   Last year, our members rallied together with the objective of bringing home the Club Participation Trophy. The response was 
incredible. We set a new show record with 36 registered vehicles, 31 of which attended the event, including an impressive 28 Nissan 
Zs. That record-setting turnout earned our club the coveted Club Participation Trophy and demonstrated just how strong the Z 
community has become in San Diego. This year, we raised the bar once again. Our club shattered its own record with 46 registered 
vehicles, making the Nissan Z Club of San Diego the largest participating club at the show. Thanks to the tremendous turnout, we 
once again captured the Club Participation Trophy, defeating the always-competitive Miata Club for the second consecutive year. We 
also received the trophy recognizing the largest club turnout.

   Over the past several years, our participation has grown from simply attending the event to becoming one of its most recognized 
clubs. One of our long-standing goals was to earn enough participation to justify our own dedicated Z judging class. Thanks to the 
continued support of our members, that goal became a reality this year. With the number of Zs now attending Main Street America, 
the Corvette Owners Club introduced two dedicated Nissan Z judging classes—1969–1989 and 1990–Present. This was a proud 
moment for our club and a testament to the enthusiasm and commitment our members have shown over the years.

Our members proudly represented the club in both classes:
1969–1989 Class
1st Place: Ralph Carwin
2nd Place: Mike Ryan

1990–Present Class
1st Place: Roger Castro
2nd Place: David Ferris

   These outstanding results added four more individual awards to our growing collection. Over the past four years, the Nissan Z Club 
of San Diego has earned an incredible nine class trophies, proving that the Z remains one of the most respected and admired sports 
cars on the show field.

   Achievements like these don't happen by accident. They are the result of dedicated volunteers and enthusiastic members who 
believe in representing the club with pride. Our heartfelt thanks go to President David Ferris, whose countless hours of planning, 
encouragement, and leadership helped make another record-breaking year possible. We'd also like to recognize Competition 
Coordinator Craig Moya, whose behind-the-scenes work was instrumental in organizing our participation and ensuring everything 
came together smoothly.

   Congratulations to all of our winners and to every member who registered, attended, volunteered, and proudly represented the 
Nissan Z Club of San Diego. Together we've shown that the Z community is stronger than ever, and this year's addition of two 
dedicated Nissan Z classes stands as another milestone in the continued growth of our club. I am not even going to attempt to put all 
the photos on this newsletter. Please click the photo icon below for the album.

See photos here.
Taken by Darren and Mike

Z Club Sets Another Record
at Main Street America

https://photos.app.goo.gl/fMMLiDetZfCXfnQ27
https://www.sdcb.org/
https://cocsd.com/
https://zcsd.org/
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Perched on the cliffs above the Pacific Ocean in La Jolla, California, sits 
one of the most influential automotive design studios you've probably never 
visited. For more than four decades, Nissan Design America (NDA) served as 
Nissan's creative bridge between Japan and the North American market, 
producing concepts, production vehicles, and design ideas that would 
influence generations of Nissan and Infiniti automobiles.

   The story began in 1979 when Nissan Motor Co. established a small 
satellite studio in San Diego under the name Nissan Design International 
(NDI). At the time, Japanese automakers were rapidly expanding in the 
United States, and Nissan recognized that understanding American tastes 
required more than market research—it required American designers.
The mission was simple: immerse a talented design team in Southern California's unique 
automotive culture and allow them to create vehicles specifically tailored to Western 
consumers.

   Southern California was already becoming the epicenter of automotive design. The region's 
car culture, custom builders, racing heritage, and year-round driving climate made it an ideal 
laboratory for creativity. Nissan recruited experienced designers from General Motors and 
other major manufacturers to form the studio's initial team. Among the earliest hires was 
designer Gerry Hirshberg, who would later become one of the most influential figures in 
Nissan's design history.

   Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, the La Jolla studio's 
influence grew rapidly. Designers contributed to vehicles that 
would become icons among Nissan enthusiasts. The rugged 
Hardbody pickup, the original Pathfinder, and the versatile 
Pulsar NX all reflected an understanding of American lifestyles 
and preferences that could only come from designers immersed 
in the U.S. market.

   Perhaps no vehicle better illustrates the studio's impact than 
the Nissan Xterra. Introduced for the 2000 model year, the 
Xterra embraced a simple philosophy: everything you need, 
nothing you don't. Designed around outdoor adventure and 
active lifestyles, it became an instant success and helped define 
the modern sport-utility vehicle. The project embodied the 
Southern California spirit that had long influenced the La Jolla 
design team.

   In its earliest years, the studio operated from modest facilities 
while construction began on a dedicated design center in La 
Jolla. Completed in 1982, the new building was unlike anything 
else in the area. Designed to protect automotive secrets while 
fostering creativity, the structure became a recognizable 
landmark among industry insiders. Behind its walls, designers 
sketched, sculpted clay models, developed interiors, and 
explored future mobility concepts years before they appeared on 
public roads.

   One of the studio's first major achievements was the futuristic 
NX-21 concept, unveiled in the early 1980s. Featuring advanced 
aerodynamics, gullwing doors, and innovative engineering 
concepts, the NX-21 demonstrated that the young California 
studio was capable of more than simply adapting Japanese 
designs—it could lead innovation. The concept established 
Nissan Design International as a serious creative force within 
Nissan's global organization.

Pictures courtesy 
of Nissan website

Written by Darren Kirkpatrick
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How a Coastal Design Studio Helped Shape Nissan's Global Identity
   The studio also played a significant role in reviving Nissan's sports-
car heritage. Contributions to the development of the 350Z and later 
370Z helped reconnect the company with the excitement and 
performance that enthusiasts associated with the legendary Z-car 
lineage. NDA designers were instrumental in ensuring these vehicles 
appealed not only to Japanese buyers but also to the passionate 
North American market that had embraced the original Datsun 240Z 
decades earlier.
   Beyond production vehicles, Nissan Design America became known 
for its bold concept cars. Projects such as the Actic, Terranaut, and 
numerous show-car studies allowed designers to experiment with 
future technologies, interior layouts, and styling directions. Many ideas 
first explored in these concepts eventually found their way into 
production vehicles sold around the world.

   In 2000, the studio officially adopted the name Nissan Design America, reflecting its expanded role within Nissan's global 
design network. By then, the facility had evolved into a full-service design center capable of conducting every phase of vehicle 
development—from initial sketches and digital modeling to full-scale clay sculptures and color-and-material studies. Its influence 
extended beyond Nissan-branded vehicles and into Infiniti's luxury offerings as well.

   For automotive enthusiasts in San Diego, the presence of a world-class design center just minutes from the Pacific Ocean has 
long been a source of pride. While most of the work conducted inside remained confidential, generations of designers, engineers, 
and modelers quietly shaped the appearance of vehicles driven by millions of people around the globe.

   As Nissan approaches the future of mobility, electrification, and autonomous technologies, the legacy of the La Jolla studio 
remains firmly embedded in the company's design DNA. 

   Today, the story of Nissan Design America is more than a chapter in corporate history. It is a reminder that some of the most 
influential automotive designs in the world were conceived not in Detroit, Tokyo, or Europe, but on a scenic bluff overlooking the 
Pacific Ocean in La Jolla, California.

The Final Chapter: Why Nissan Design America Is Closing

   After more than four decades of shaping some of Nissan's most recognizable vehicles, Nissan Design America is preparing to 
close its doors. In September 2025, Nissan announced that its La Jolla-based design center would be shuttered as part of the 
company's global restructuring initiative known as "Re:Nissan." The closure marks the end of an era for one of Southern 
California's longest-running automotive design studios.

   The decision was not driven by a lack of creativity or relevance. In fact, NDA remained an active contributor to Nissan and Infiniti 
projects until the very end. Instead, the closure reflects the financial challenges facing Nissan globally. The automaker has 
launched an aggressive cost-reduction program aimed at restoring profitability, reducing development time, and streamlining 
operations. The broader plan includes factory closures, workforce reductions, and the consolidation of design activities around a 
smaller number of global hubs.

   Under the new strategy, Nissan's design operations will be concentrated in five primary locations: Atsugi and Tokyo in Japan, 
London, Shanghai, and Studio Six in Los Angeles. The company believes a smaller network will allow for faster decision-making, 
closer collaboration between engineering and design teams, and shorter vehicle development cycles. Nissan executives have 
pointed to the efficiency of their Shanghai design studio as a model for the company's future approach.
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